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iis family wrote him letters which he showed to Madame Surville, containing damaging revelations ,bout family matters. As a culminating indis-xetion, his mother wrote to this sculptor, " who is 3avid, or Pradier, or Ingres," a letter in which she reated him like a street boy. What would Laure lo in these circumstances ? Balzac asks. Would he not in disgust dismiss the sculptor, and choose i more eligible parti for Sophie ? " Unsatisfactory narriages," he remarks sagely, " are easily made; nit satisfactory ones require infinite precautions tnd scrupulous attention, or one does not get named; and I am at present most likely to •emain a bachelor." *
He appeals to Madame Surville's self-interest. ' Reflect on the fact, my dear Laure, that not one )f us can be said to have arrived at our goal, ind that if, instead of being obliged to work in )rder to live, I were to become the husband of a nost intellectual, well born and highly connected Ionian, with a solid though small fortune—in spite of this woman's desire to remain in her own country and to make no new relations, even family mes—I should be in a much more favourable position to be useful to you all. I know that Madame Hanska would show kindness to and feel seen interest in your dear little ones."
Surely,   he   says,  it will  be  an   advantage  to ^he whole family, when he has a salon presided by a beautiful, clever woman,  imposing as
* " Correspondance," vol. ii. p. 328.she trembled  to   think   of the  troublous  life which awaited   her   as   Madame   Honore   de   Balzac.ou CEuvre," by Julien Lemer.
17account of the case, and may be found in " Un dernier chapitre de I'Histoire des (Euvres de H. de Balzac/' by the Vicomte de Spoelberch de Lovenjoul.
